
Art Lesson Plan 
 

Enduring Understanding: Enduring understandings are statements summarizing 

important idea(s) and core process(es) that are central to an art topic and have lasting 

value beyond the classroom. They synthesize what students should understand—not just 

know or do—as a result of studying a particular area of art. Moreover, they articulate 

what students should “revisit” over the course of their lifetimes in relationship to art. 

These statements link two or more concepts. 

In this statement also list, in bullet form, which Prepared Graduate Level Competency 

(ies) will be addressed in this lesson as it relates to the enduring understanding(s).  

 

(As you develop your enduring understanding consider the overall purpose of this lesson 

for this particular group of students; how the lesson fits into the curriculum [curricular 

relevance] or is appropriate for the students’ developmental level and is age 

appropriate [age level traits]. This does not need to be written into your 

understanding.) 
 

Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets (Aligned to: Bloom’s/Standards/GLEs/ and, 

when appropriate Numeracy, Literacy and Technology:  What will be learned?  All 

objectives must be: 

 Clearly measurable (outcome-based) 

 Aligned to Bloom’s taxonomy (new) 

 Aligned with state standards  

 Aligned to grade level expectation(s)  (concept) 

 Aligned to Literacy, Numeracy and/or Technology 

 

(The student will be able to…) 

 

Where appropriate include relevance to interdisciplinary teaching, literacy and 

numeracy, and technology applications.  Objectives/outcomes should address: 

 Conceptual/personal grounding 

 Expressive features and characteristics of art (Elements/principles of art) 

 Historical/multicultural content 

 Materials(s)/technique(s) 

 Critical reflection/aesthetics/transfer 

 Assessment/evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-assessment:  This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. 

Students will be able to demonstrate at least four different variations of folding 

paper to create relief.  (Bloom’s: Applying - Standard: Invent and Discover to 

Create - GLE (concept): Restructure and apply the technical skills and processes 

required to achieve desired results in producing works of art. Technology) 

 



Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students 

based on the concepts/objectives of the lesson.  Be specific in describing what you would 

recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.  A variety of methods can be used including (but 

not limited to): 

 Questioning 

 Checklist 

 Performance observation 

 Student demonstration 

 Previous learning outcome data 

 

Accommodations and modifications:  Explain specifically how you have addressed the 

needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the 

strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond 

what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with 

physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. The 

curriculum does not change; access, process and product are reconsidered. NOT 

about doing more or less. 

 

Vocabulary/Literacy Integration: List terms specific to the topic and how literacy is 

integrated into the lesson. 

 

Materials:  Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this 

lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List 

all materials in a bulleted format. 

 

Resources:  List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc.)  Be 

specific; include title, artist, etc.  Make reference to where the material can be found.  

(These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all 

resources in a bulleted format. 

 

Preparation:  What do you need to prepare for this experience?  

 Does the physical set-up of the room need to be modified?  

 Are your visual aids ready to use?  

 What materials/resources need to be gathered?   

 What do you need to know?   

 What safety concerns need to be addressed with students?   

List steps of preparation in a bulleted format. 

 

Safety: Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. 

List all safety issues in a bulleted format. 

 

Action to motivate/anticipatory set:  Describe how you will begin the lesson to 

stimulate student’s interest.  How will you pique their curiosity and make them 

interested and excited about the lesson?  What inquiry questions will you pose? Be 

specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and 

ready to participate.  Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of 



your students.  Some ideas might include: presenting a skit, telling a story, posing a series 

of questions, role-playing, etc.  

 

Ideation/Inquiry: Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and 

communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that 

can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you 

will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork. Will 

students use mind maps, create idea lists or engage in brainstorming activities: 

starbursting, rolestorming, step-ladder technique, etc. to develop their ideas? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedures:  Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of how you will present the 

lesson logically and sequentially (include approximate time for each activity).  Include 

how you will present and convey your thoughts to the students.  Include how you will 

handle clean-up and safety considerations.  Be specific in every area.  You also need to 

identify the methodology used for teaching each procedure (see examples below). 

Consider scripting questions to ensure student involvement.  Remember to provide visual 

aids to focus student learning for every step of the lesson such as: 

 Reproductions (Lecture, discussion or critique) 

 Charts (Cooperative groups to categorize) 

 Posters (Guided critique) 

 Written directions (on the board or a poster board) (Skills) 

 Key concepts (Skills, brainstorming) 

 Hand-outs (Skills) 

 Slides (Lecture) 

 Power Point presentation (Lecture, skill, inquiry, technology, discussion) 

 Discussion of the historical, culturally, social impact of an art movement or 

assignment to create an artwork as a social commentary (Inquiry) 

 Students create an original artwork (Skills, inquiry, could be technology, 

constructivist) 

 Students produce thumbnail sketches (Inquiry, brainstorming) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student reflective/inquiry activity:  Sample questions and activities intended to 

promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the 

Authentic art experiences often take several class periods. Objectives, 

assessment, preparation, etc. are provided for the entire lesson, although these 

components may not all be addressed in the first day of the lesson; therefore 

procedures should be broken down, if necessary, into days of instruction: What 

procedures will happen Day 1? Day 2? Etc.     

 

 

Motivation and idea generation are key to a successful art lesson. Time should be 

spent carefully planning this aspect of the art experience. Once each of these parts 

of the lesson is developed, they can be copied and pasted into the procedures. 



grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory 

activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and 

techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and 

grade level expectations of the lesson.  Include all concepts. Explain specifically what 

students are going to do to reflect on their learning. (See suggestions below.) 

 

Post-Assessment (teacher-centered):  Include assessment instrument. Explain how 

you will measure whether students have achieved the objectives and grade level 

expectations specified in your lesson plan.  All objectives must be addressed in this 

section.  What specific indicators will you use to assess student success?  Each objective 

MUST have a corresponding assessment that is clearly aligned.  Rubrics are required for 

supervisor observations. A broad range of assessment is possible including: 

 In progress evaluation of student work/understanding 

 Verbal conversations as work is in progress 

 Discussion 

 Guided critique 

 Questionnaire 

 Artist’s statement 

 Peer critique in writing 

 Written analysis 

 Games 

 Interviews 

 Checklist 

 Completion of technique (artwork) 

 Demonstration of skill (artwork) 

 Rubric 

 Written exam 

 

Self-Reflection:  After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, 

what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: 

 To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to 

justify your level of achievement.) 

 What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were 

to teach again? 

 What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, 

etc.) 
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